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We sell most Major brands including
Galaxy, Michelin, Firestone, Titan,

Goodyear, Mitas, BKT, Alliance & more!

We are a High Volume
DISTRIBUTOR with over
2,000 tires in stock at
the RIGHT PRICE!

Look to
HAHN FARMS
to keep your
Tire prices
in check!
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SAVE $$ NOW
SAVE DOWN
TIME LATER!

SNOW PUSHERS & BLADES

LOADER BUCKETS, STONE FORKS,
QUICK ATTACH SYSTEMS, BALE
SPEARS, MANURE FORKS, GRAPPLES
& MORE!

EXCAVATOR, BACKHOE &
WHEEL LOADER ATTACHMENTS

BUCKETS, ROOT RAKES, THUMBS, FROST
RIPPERS, SKELETON BUCKETS & MORE!

JOE FLUNEY 519-848-5386
7595 HIGHWAY 6, ARTHUR, ONTARIO
WWW.FLUNEYEQUIPMENT.COM

Help us protect local food production

Fruit and vegetable growers 
in Canada have long been 

asking for the federal govern-
ment to establish legislation 
that would ensure they get paid 
for their crops if a produce 
buyer goes bankrupt.

At the Ontario Federation of 
Agriculture (OFA), I represent 
Peel, York and Simcoe, home 
to many fruit and vegetable 
growers, particularly around 
Bradford and in the Holland 
Marsh, which is often called 
Ontario’s salad bowl because 
of the sheer volume of fresh 
produce grown there.

That makes this issue an 
important one in our area, and 
this past June, Scot Davidson, 
the MP in our local riding of 
York-Simcoe just north of 
Toronto, introduced a private 
member’s bill in the House of 
Commons. If passed, Bill 
C-280, the Financial Protection 
for Fresh Fruit and Vegetable 
Farmers Act, will help protect 
the fresh produce sector from 
the catastrophic impacts of 
buyer bankruptcy.

This bill is expected to come 
up for debate in the House of 
Commons later this fall, and 
we need help making sure your 
MP knows how important it is 
to support our fruit and vegeta-
ble growers by voting in favour 
of Bill C-280. If you work in 
the produce sector, if you’re a 
farmer, or if you love and sup-
port local food, this legislation 
matters. Here’s why.

Under the current federal 
Bankruptcy and Insolvency 
Act, suppliers can recover their 
products if a buyer becomes 

insolvent. However, this doesn’t 
apply if that product has been 
resold or is no longer identifi-
able or in the same state.

As we all know, fresh fruits 
and vegetables spoil quickly, so 
it is incredibly rare for a sup-
plier to reclaim their produce 
– and even if they could, it 
would no longer be in any con-
dition to be sold for human 
consumption.

Supply chain disruptions, 
price increases, and business 
closures have become part of 
daily life since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Unfor-
tunately, the fruit and vegetable 
sector is unlikely to be immune 
to insolvencies. This makes 
financial protection a priority 
issue that affects all of us.

MP Davidson’s bill is a pri-
vate member’s bill, meaning 
the Second Reading vote on 
this legislation will be open, 
and MPs are free to vote as 
they choose instead of follow-
ing their party’s official posi-
tion. That’s why it is critical 
that as many MPs as possible 
from all parties vote in support 
of this bill.

If it becomes law, Bill C-280 
will be the first time that Cana-
dian fruit and vegetable grow-
ers and producer sellers have 
guaranteed payment for the 
goods we are selling. It would 
let anybody who sells produce, 
from growers and wholesalers 
to distributors, marketers, and 
pack houses, to sell in trust and 
receive priority status in case of 
bankruptcy or insolvency.

Bill C-280 could also let 
Canada offer financial protec-
tion to produce buyers from the 
U.S. Canadian produce sellers 
used to enjoy this kind of pro-

tection when exporting to the 
United States, but their prefer-
ential status was revoked in 
2014 because Canada didn’t 
have legislation to offer the 
same protections for American 
produce sellers in Canada. The 
Canadian produce industry 
would certainly benefit if we 
were able to regain reciprocal 
protection with our nation’s 
largest trading partner.

Together with the Ontario 
Fruit and Vegetable Growers 
Association, the Canadian Pro-
duce Marketing Association 
and the Fruit and Vegetable 
Growers of Canada, the OFA is 
asking you to take a few min-
utes to call, write or email your 
MP about Bill C-280, so they’re 
aware of why it matters, and 
how important our fresh pro-
duce industry is to their com-
munities and to our provincial 
economy. Ask them to support 
the bill during Second Reading 
so that we can continue to enjoy 
fresh produce that’s grown 
close to home.

With all of the produce 
grown in my area, I know first-
hand how significant a role 
fruit and vegetable growers 
play in our food supply and the 
impact it has on the provincial 
economy. I also know how crit-
ical this financial protection 
legislation – which comes at no 
cost to the government or tax-
payers – is to the businesses 
and jobs in the produce sector, 
to protecting local food pro-
duction, and to ensure our 
ongoing  abi l it y  to  feed 
ourselves.

Visit protectproducesales.ca 
to learn more. We all benefit 
from a strong, healthy and 
secure food system.

BY PAUL MAURICE 
OFA Director
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Fall fieldwork is in effect! Alisha Huberts sent us this photo of getting out the cow manure at 
Roedale Holsteins near Moorefield
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